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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KUWAIT 0284 

STATE FOR NEA/ARP 

COMMERCE FOR ITA/BED/CAGNE AND OIM/SAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, KU 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED WATER RESOURCES TRADE MISSION - JUNE 1978 

REE: (A) STATE 0002430, (B) 77 KUWAIT A-57 OE JULY 16, 1977, 

(C) 77 KUWAIT 6348 

1. WE WILL BE READY JUNE 17 TO ASSIST "STOPOVER" VISITORS WITH 
MEETINGS WITH APPROPRIATE OEFICIALS WITHIN THE MINISTRY 

OF ELECTRICITY AND WATER AND WITH LOCAL EIRMS. 

2. INFORMATION IN KUWAIT MAJOR PROJECTS LIST ON WATER 
RESOURCES, REFAIR B, SHOULD BE PASSED TO MISSION 
PARTICIPANTS WITH THE FOLLOWING UPDATE. TENDERS WILL BE 
RELEASED IN FEBRUARY 1978 ON THE CONSTRUCTION OE WATER 
STORAGE FACILITIES CONSISTING OE 13 WATER TOWERS AND 3 
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ENCLOSED RESERVOIRS, CAPACITY 6.6 MILLION IMPERIAL GALLONS. 
THE CAPACITY OF KUWAIT'S WATER STORAGE FACILITIES WILL BE 
INCREASED IN 1979, ACCORDING TO MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY 
AND WATER (MEW) CONSTRUCTION PLANS, TO OVER 450 MILLION 
IMPERIAL GALLONS, WHICH REPRESENTS 20-30 DAYS OF 
RESERVES. A TENDER EOR 6 MILLION KD (IKD EQUALS $3.61 
ACCORDING TO THE CURRENT FLUCTUATING EXCHANGE RATES) WILL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


BE LET BY EEBRUARY 1, 1978 EOR THE RELOCATION AND 
UPGRADING OF 170 KILOMETERS OE DUCTILE CAST IRON PIPE. THE 
TENDER IS EOR THE CONSTRUCTION WORK ON THE WATER SYSTEM 
ONLY. THE MINISTRY WILL BE PURCHASING 8 MILLION KD WORTH 
OP DUCTILE CAST IRON PIPE EOR THIS PROIECT AND LATER ONES IN 
MARCH OF 1978. TWO AMERICAN PIRMS ARE BEING CONSIDERED, 
AMERICAN CAST IRON AND THE U.S. PIPE COMPANY; BUT MEW WOULD 
WELCOME ANY PURTHER EXPRESSIONS OP INTEREST. MEW IN 1979 
WILL ALSO TENDER A 5 MILLION KD CONTRACT FOR THE EXPANSION 
OP THE PRESENT NINE PUMPING STATIONS. SOURCES WITHIN MEW 
REPORT THAT THE MUCH BALLYHOOED AND LITTLE BELIEVED PLAN 
EOR THE DIVERSION OP WATER PROM THE SHATT AL-ARAB RIVER 
IN IRAQ TO KUWAIT IS BEING TREATED SERIOUSLY BY THE 
PLANNING AND POLICY MAKERS WITHIN THE MINISTRY. COMMISS- 
IONING OP A PEASIBILITY AND DESIGN STUDY IS EXPECTED WITHIN 
THE NEXT SIX MONTHS. PRESENT ESTIMATES COST THE PROJECT 
IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF 500 MILLION KD. 

3. SINCE THE MINISTRY IS CURRENTLY PORMULATING A NEW WATER 
CODE AND IS KEENLY INTERESTED IN CUTTING DOWN ON DOMESTIC 
CONSUMPTION (PRESENTLY AT 100 IMPERIAL GALLONS PER 
PERSON PER DAY, A 25 PERCENT INCREASE OVER 1976) THE MEW 
SOURCES BELIEVE PRODUCTS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO WATER 
CONSERVATION OR DECREASE CONSUMPTION WOULD MOST PROBABLY 
RECEIVE PAVORABLE TARIPF TREATMENT AND BE SPECIPIED EOR 
PUTURE HOUSING AND OPPICE CONSTRUCTION. WE THEREFORE SUGGEST 
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THAT SUCH PRODUCTS BE INCORPORATED INTO THE TRADE MISSION. 
WATER RESOURCE CONSULTING FIRMS SHOULD ALSO BE 
CONSIDERED. 

4. WE WOULD, OP COURSE, APPRECIATE BEING POUCHED THE 
COMPANY LIETERATURE OP THE TM PARTICIPANTS 3 TO 4 
WEEKS IN ADVANCE SO THAT WE CAN MORE EPPECTIVELY 
PROMOTE THEIR VISIT. 

5. COMMENT: WHATEVER MEW PLANNERS MAY BE THINKING ABOUT, 
THERE IS LITTLE TO INDICATE THAT PLAN EOR DIVERSIONOP WATER 
FROM SHATT AL-ARAB RIVER IN IRAQ TO KUWAIT WAS MORE THAN A 
THROW-AWAY LINE LET OUT AS A SIGN OP PROGRESS APTER 
KUWAIT POREIGN MINISTER'S NOVEMBER 77 VISIT TO IRAQ (77 
KUWAIT 6272). WE DOUBT THAT THIS IDEA WILL HAVE 
PROGRESSED SUPPICIENTLY TO BE WORTH ANY PARTICULAR ATTENTION 
BY ANY OP PROPOSED WATER RESOURCES TM MEMBERS WHO MAY VISIT 
KUWAIT IN JUNE, 1978. 

MAESTRONE 
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